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UNCOVERED
Erja Lyytinen: On Stolen Hearts

Roleaznd this manth Stakn Hearts Is Finnish shide-queen Erja Lyytinen's tanth afbum: Blues i Beiton spobe 1o her about this career landmark,
pushing boundaries and the healing paveer of mdsic,

“I've Agver listenad i any af my albums as
mich ax this one. One of the reasons was |
had much mars raspensibility wich this albam,
| weas there through every dtap fream wele
ing to mastering: waell, | wazn't there at the
prasing company! but wuiewihing elee, from
scraich unill the yery end. 'moreally happr
with the avarsll roulc” Era wanted to make
ismething extraardinary and different, a
natural consequence of her continually dewel-
oping saund, “lt has Ehlﬁﬂnd enarmously,
o my firzt album In 20402, | wai l:li:rill-_g i
safter, jarzior u:.lll. pleying Gibsan Country
Gantleman E_\,IIHI‘I 'I:|‘I-I'-;|I,I5|‘I a Fender Bluss
Junior amp which i 15 watts. | was into Wil
HHM:ﬂI‘Hl-F:r'. il elae kind of sodf. bue | was
searching for what i 'met It has takan me fif-
tonn years o Find iy inner zolf, the sound
that | wank to put aut, N:-w.i-d‘.i:ri. I F||i.:|l'
through a M8 100 watt super reverh; | use &
let of pasdsln {miy padaihasrd wulgh.: 18 kilast)
and | have five different guitars on staga new.
| really hope that twenty years from now |
can look back and ray, "Wiak, i BO1T | Gy
had thase things geing on; but ne | hiva this
wndl thiz and ehec, " 10 impartane for me that
| should continbally develop ard | think with
this now album | have taken a step toward
somathing different that | haven't done
before.”

Some of that was driven by the material,
"Ehpre were thene SONEs Comung ol al e
crve 1r wiars: webvich I nesver had a chanoe o
ise, Hlany sanps on (ke sl are much olien
lor nstance | wrode ity O Argely when |
wia g studying in California in 2004, Going there
| s things. | badn't sesn bedoni; a kol ol prove
people and abio a lof ol nch peopde, | wan-:
darad howw pecpte handls that in their lms,
Are I,'ru;-'_lr ngp-:,l wrihy gl thessge “IIHE_\. Ihll:r e
accumallated, and | caw poople who were nat
o farueate byt who seamsd happy ardd spen,
S0 | o this joammey waith me as a young girl
Eripsaling oo ke bus ssesnp ol thi ard | firally
Fnighed it Tar this album. Thare are laks of
nongs | samobe wieen | wias on bour m Caermmeany;
Cilnr Spone talee Aot hosw e e e
brefween losng it or nof, a5 | wiinessed foam
A cliorse peroonal point: wheen someons | knew
wears losirg 6, | do gt bored ety 1hal’s ons
restson whne | plsh myse®! For this album | s
really lhln'-e:r.g 5 ot sbmist tha Hmlnr parts:
o of the songs "Hlack Coean’ B seven nun-
Ut bong and the solo s probabby: about e
minaitesl | rea®y wanted 19 make 2 ‘bigs sonp
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out of it, | was thinking of the greal progres.
s bands like Led Jeppetin, Pink Hovd 2nd Yes
witia e theds |oanp songe Thiy waren 1 1henk:
g of radio play, those songs are like & story
Irenm A Beginging to the end 5o the Intemer
has the time 16 grose neto the starys (08 nat
Farw i the Blink of an eye there's tire toowalkl
e path II'.'li:l!il'l"."l'. I thinds NCRYARIYE B qre 10

fram 2 e back az the Ads bedorg v slaried
forsee which mic waukd best 3wt my voosl Tt
ki incdividust track. | really erpoied bowss we
made everpihing there,

The wxtraordinary and diflerent” abrounds
an:Stalan Fearts, right from the cpaning titks
track with ii5 blend of modern REB and [imi
Hendrix. “There's 3 bat of Macy Gray in that

"l was there through every step from
writing to mastering.”

i Ko changng Gur mends, Changrg saery
thing quictkly, we ang so busy with everything
LagEown b iU Sic &nd ant it good 1o St dosn
and weateh e painting wilh time and ereoy it |
think | had that moement i this 2lbum, i's poing
back to a e when (hore wens no 1ime b
il o a songt im the B0s-and pi PEOPHE made
Ut great lomg songs and | ihink yolr sholkd
8 1hat pewsd and thea!

frokee Hearms was part recorded and mas
lerec] heye i Britas, “wie o oul 1he band paets in
Fielland, Pve done mddt of ame pressaos abums
hesre Bul | dedided | nesoed to Ery SO Ehing
different. I'd told g Treed Alan Diarky the gus
tarist | warnted 1o Tinesh e 2% in Ergland,
| wianted somecne wivh colsd help mes wiilh
woeaks ared Alan saed, 'Lats aik fy irssnd Chris
Ky if hoe's available) Dwasa bit scared a5 |
s bt bl eery iR irey SO0 D 8 O
Lahea b miech e b sy 'TeE, he ved the
muderial. 1 usned ool State L1 R Ak sEucs
weas avalable, Terry Britben’s Boudmies shide
wiih all 1hal wreat |'lll'i".'l':r- P s Nive 1o
mrch kkorys you shotbl share 5 wath s o lit
(et S daschdenly | Baund mysel i Salith Loadan
mkcing greatl music wiih Chies in oot of thit
proat ald EME console. 11 was Kind ol o trp far
him Lo, & e used hak coriode on the Polkeg
Stores alum he did, s0bere wac 3 ot of gre
VITHES JENA B |I'|'|."|'mﬂ:|.1tﬁ|;.' | ikesd Chees, | feft
s relaxed with himd be 5 oneof those pro-
dirars that let pou enpty the mosic. Some
producers st wank e panch in linss it he
WAINAL yOU bO et T s and Tell e slory
Thee scang Hoa story you are telling, ard it's hand
b el 1he alary (] somcons s inerrupting vou
all the temse, Thas s probabily the bes vocal |
harvir b s Bl A% Slate O The Ark i anold
sluds it had lors Of MOTLERE BEAE 50 W0 Were
trying odut differcnl Wb mics and nbbon rcs

grocne v have thened She was ety big herg
I ik 905, | Btened 1o her a kol o | think thern
i5 & litike. feam bar iherey For the Hendrcr
witsl and the ending soia | had this plychadede
image in ey hecad, and pepchedelic and Jim
[l i toguther] We part this:lonp ‘deluy onmy
gald, ard | plaved all the sffacts fae, thasng nat
added i the o after and that affects Fowy
il play and phrags e’

Equalty unexpected i the unusial A6 time
snature toRocking Chale’, *l'cama upwath
that rfl and theught. Tam definitely gaing 1o
rake a S0 ot of thist® It issuch a ool ndl;
BL i ey v T e songs b 71 Flaying tha
rill and singing during the pavscs geves i that
el of Feppelns Back Dog® even though i1
a tetally differant a0 M taak i3 et whils
1o et that poing on stages at lirst we were all
counting in our eada Wisen o start To
simg!™ "WWhen dol start the next phrase! 1t
Witk o real pamn Lo e wath, Bt s Tun oodao
somethong differenll

Lerva Laberatory’ shows a fair for a dargey
wibe Bordering of S0 e, CiLE oA ypical
song 1 D weote BLyears ago, we even cut a
el wiith i foemcr Bared weiilh Hoger Innkss
on bats; bul never reoorded (b properky. Last
rear wetisn | g towaring Finland | started play
rig it ugain and Fihought, “Teah, | nsed o geg
1hwt sowm o Lhe nes® alBue.” i hagpy Ehat we
g 1L demm; 15 funkier than the other tracks
Thie owerall Teeling of The alburm s oddark,
desp ematrond and storkes 3o 1% nke te have
s lhing a bt pinky, happeer

The rrvost abasously luety” track is the elas
wit Skoew TS ' Slowrly Burmeng’, |- hawen™t really
elane o sherey rninor s Baebog i i SO Came
about after 1'd had & predty roughn times and |
SEAr Led Ty write e sang n ihe carly hours,
sibEing i vy Rouse o Uil i vy
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UN COVERED

opredine Alory, eiven Things neally. go wrong
n & relatienship, Everybody has been in that
IRUAtan, And TRaee g that '!'E!""Fﬁ that you witl
ose it akl 1 thenk if defvrers peelty el &0 1ne
Wi, it oot Easy (o onake @ slene blaes on an
Al iy vy hard actually 0o | Eried 10 ke
Esnale. Somebady s tome-thatitis a very
Barik S0ng and | think it a4 o SEME S0
Eeufifully windhy o Pt

Thee hoseng track 'Booken Eyma a ErandG:-
Based lgve tong thay Era feels draws on the
woing of she Akes of Garshranm “lE i so dilfers
et {rom the other songs: there wild & frament
wenen | was going o drop it Trams tha 2bum,
ghem it 20 somecne el mnd be them sing it But

in rry head ard iy Bl by arset necesgr:
iy bruse stanes, But | evpananoad woma dariae
fesbags wh Lhe Rast o pears that heve made
e fpak @fferentt: at e 3o | thaught U'd pid all
1Rt A e reutle o the afum because music
neass, There hawve bean & ot af tears poured
o theae sangs and noow W5 B | can talk
oot these things happibe 10 all there, and m
i i’y better 10 put things out thers than keep
Lvarn irckrehe el

Oin a ighter note; Erja was imated to play in
Insdia fast year, “The promaber st contacted
frie and sald, "Hey wae'd like you bo come’ cat

canmd plaJ.' hers®” e vitted Asia 143 & tournt)

in Thailand ard athe” plades but never [ndia, |

thought i sounded s it and oot that
| mist pe Wie andy had a Tew gt there, but i
oparmd up A kot of things for mee It was sach
A different slirssphent; the dultural changs i
5o great: we hase araund 55 milicn peophe
it Finland and they have twenty mithon st in
Mumba? Dusing tha firse Say | war afrid we
WBIE GO T OR in thee traffic: the tralfic is
crazy ot o get teed fo ik The prerater was
redlly kind, arranging some cool stk e got
me 1o meet 1he local sitar manuectures This
BUY Wi B weventh gendration @ar maker and |
got te iy aul some of the S1ars, | wiould neer
ke Rl the chande 1o ewpenence thess things
writhenab frvugeg, without the Bljss bBlues con-

agan the fong Wikl wiry personal foe masnig i

nscts people, people from the other tde of

o cfTerent that FIRaughe Fenouls kg it it fits
wath all the gaker stones, it is & heartbresiong
shaey, | Eomposad it o0 piana £2 | e played
1 myself put il god Harn Tattonen, my: pilann
playes from the band, 16 de' it en the'album
barause | gon't eonfidemt r:nnuah 1oy Pt i
piang piying out there! | eedld hive done it
ot | wared Hirn 1o play 16 16 has a jazzy vibe
& there anth the 2hards ['ve uted, ang apen
T3 REOUT STormes, (05 howe S0ng Winsh oy
| thawght of Gerswin, those sengwrilen wia
rads Eeant 1ongs With hearibregiing stongss
A voudll haee gathered, thecs 15 & thread aof
Rareer subjeciy on Shaten Mo fe- 24 ME-!E'
with its themas ol morality A rﬂr"ﬂﬂ'!ﬂﬁ-ﬁl
the dark emations bekind Slowly Burning? the
piental lindis anghe of ‘Sihes Sones Wl
i have these dark momenis in my Ife and for
thaws particuler songs [ waz pondering things

‘ abe o,

Even papnle from the slightly less exotic UK
Wi gy 3 shoet LK toue in Al with an albeim
faunch at the gaad old 100 Clb, sormewhers
elom full of histary® It feals very hamay thers,
and wee'll Bring & e [nends oenr io snjoy the
sharw, and the British compareyl®

Maray Sfvari
erjalyytinen.com
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QApr;  Souars & Compass, llminster

I-Apr: 100 Chub, Crdfiond Strent,
Wb

| 28pr: Southem Fanlion
\earthing Piar

I 38pr! Gala Theatre. Durham

I 5 &pr: 02 Acadermy: Shefficld

Erja Lyyhinen: Stolen Hearks

For thigge familar wash Era’s recent Live o Landon and The Sk B Crping
v and wne has 15 Oueen ol blues dide glate the 100k studio
¥oum is going 1o be a litke different

"Grele Hewtd', oth the aloum Ul gnd opening track i a lovely soul-
fiel, jazz edped song, the 1orl Falomna Farchoi oo o0 L BUIT thas El'il
i Thit guites o going oo ok b with- A vengeance, and So0d dowi @
fupert Bitle teachs Pt fiiphy e b pat paciasgl hars hit writien
Ol L

Sit back o the, "Bockng Chak snd strag yeiesel iy [t ihe Sped R
Crpros oo rat B B0y 31 Sackath retine This i one hard o froo B3
by, sedptured from drom and bass on the rods, then Boed wath
s=aneg hot poitar hgusd U almodt @ refief 10 thaé andiant Saes an
tlip imlo an mthareal, 'Laove Labaratory', linding 5 funic groges that, soers
L1 i Aiecy i

24 Angalsis 4 deep aaral tabe it 8 slse seutlyl spaning that bredka
inae & Haorey doped chde and 3 rock stredm path leading horme. A
thernaieg Blies off SBlack Ooean’; Frds us on s of deum and bass
wash gubtle gurtar ared I"_u-:pbﬁ-dl'l,l braicErs dl.l'i:n'E i he Suetans tRA
Grping Eutar Sours Clean fikos E-uﬁ s the crashing PErCuSE0D Thistsan
sctan of plessurs that reel B silng asress on 3 superh gurtar scda
Bagitifid, goulid and dank "Slawdy Blirrieg” Benge s the guality ol
End's vniee mateFed 1 ey guiar leads, it makes for a cupert urHer
of & track dminel and memorable;

Ligratucs s petes apasy tha Book an, 'Lovery Mol i resi e

funked up refoe seul with fasses of nicg Ach, fube foriured, strargs
Thene are slements of pop ok il end tounbey 38 we work ol
ity bhreaugh this el Yo weuld epect notieg bess than stntilating
guitar and you'll iot be diappointed, but sgreficanth i 50 brings out
the versatibty of Efa's voice. Bealkening’. switches Trom funk to rock. as
Ena &xaniies 3 long relatitnahip, before drnving energetizally nvis tha,
iy O Angeb’ 3 tong 1hat tapre b adnods the streat Me of L&, nding
to @ country edged iyhm
Lamian Hear [ty e Er_,;, L;.-i,qm.eﬂ': e af thie workd arcund hes,
s has produced songs that eaplons both her wiileg and the indleg-
mert thad i her voice, the final m;."ﬂf&hﬂﬁ Hearts', firss everything
Ay, she puts asice the BLuLu;Iul'.mg st the paand arsd 3 vy Southul
vz, which - edves @ wlrm gt
The voal track of this album was recorded at State O The Ark Studios
inicer erpreer Chris Eirpdos The Albem coers a hisge range of siykes,
roots beues, soud, funk, Tolk, &by aze and e let’s call 1hwhat it i, pop,
Ena had ta%en this progect 1o Chrs ta realby eplons her vooal quabies,
them Baing na daubt abouyt ker punar credential The retull miy not
be to everpone’s tase, particutary the: die-hand blues fard but than
wecidld rid b daing it petice,
There dre Mashes of the shde ared J8tack oo would sxpect, bt in “5to-
b Hiparts', rou will dscareer B Lygtinen, chanbevse, has added exdra
£bvunge te B puiltar

Graham Munn
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